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UNFORTUNATE  WELCHMAN. 


By  Humphrey  Cornish, 


¥F  any  Gentleman  do  but  w^nt  a  M)an> 
X  As  I  doubt  not  but  there's  fomc,  wh 
then, 

I  have  a  Welchman,  tho*  but  meanly  cla€ 
Will  make  him  merry,  be  he  rie'er  Cq  fai 
If  that  you  read  it,  read  it  quit^  o'er 

And  you'll  not  think  your  penny  caft  awa;; 


WELCH  tRJVELLERs 

OR  THE 

UNFORTUNATE  WELCHMAN. 

TN  this  dull  age  to  recreate 

X  T|:c  minds  of  friends  and  ftrangc: 

Hur  tells  hur  of  bur  evil  fate. 

And  hur  unlookM-for  dangers  : 
Was  travel  over  mouatains  high. 

And  in  the  vailies  Iow» 
Was  fee  great  wonders  in  the  iky, 

That  little  ethers  knovy  : 
1 3ur  was  a  Welch  aftrologer, 

Was  tell  of  matters  ftrange ; 
So  deep  was  Icarn'd,  warS  to  teii  bur 

How  oft  the  moon  doth  chajngc  ; 
Was  tell  hur  of  a  feepherd's  ftar^ 

Of  wonders  old  and  new, 
/hur  have  peace,  hur  have  bo  war. 

All  this  hur  prove  is  true, 
Vai  tell  hur  too  in  loving  words. 

Things  lhaU  be  as  before, 
^^hen  Engliihmen  lay  down  ihcir  fwords^ 

Aiid  men  to  fight  no  more : 
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But  all  thcfe  things  hur  would  pafs  by^ 

As  matters  light  and  fmall ; 
Hur  knows  not  hur  own  dcftiny. 

And  that's  the  wot  ft  of  all : 
For  as  hur  gazed  on  the  Iky, 

For  want  of  better  wit, 
Poor  Taffy  fell  immediately 

Into  a  great  deep  pit : 
Had  riot  a  fhcpherd  flood  hur  friend, 

And  help  hur  quickly  our, 
Hur  furely  there  kad  made  an  end, 

Hur  makes  no  other  doubt,  I 
Hur  gave  hur  thanks,  the  (hep)ierd  then 

Spake  to  hur  when  'twas  meet, 
Bid  hur  and  other  fuch  like  men 

Lock  Jbctter  to  hur  feet. 
No  more  aftrologer  I  pray. 

Was  glad  hur  life  was  fav'd  ; 
Hurfoberiy  walk  on  hur  way, 

And  food  was  ail  hur  craved. 
O  hur  was'both  hungry  and  cold, 

Hur  ftrength  began  to  fail, 
Hur  had  no  filver  nor  no  gold, 
Hur  tells  Imr  what  hur  ail : 
Hur  fold  hur  loufie  fherkch  then, 
But  one  poor  grdSt  w??^  given  : 
Oh  !  hur  was  then  a  fhentlcman, 
Hur  thought  hur  was  in  heaven; 
For  hur  had  money  for  to  buy 
Viduals  for  pnc  meal, 


hat  huf  mle;ht  not  for  huftger  die^ 

Nor  yet  be  forc'd  to  fteaL 
iro  an  ale-houfe  went  hm  ftraight, 

Where  an  old  wife  did  live  ; 
7ho  fold  f hem  at  too  deir  a  rate. 

And  noching  h^id  to  give 
fur  ht  hur  do^n  and  caflM  for  meat^ 

Hur  hofteis  gave  hur  eggs  ; 
nd  fhicktns  in  them,  O  oaf^  jade, 

Theffe  ftvickens  tbey  had  itg^  ; 
[ur  Ihickcns  and  hur  eg^sdid  ftink, 

Hur  could  no  longer  ilay  ; 
lad  they  t>?en  living,  fore  huf  think 

They  wc^lii  Haveiun  away, 
lur  beft  egg  that  werfe  in  hur  difli 

That  had  no  fheeks  were  rotten  ; 
tnd  fhc  broBght  hur  (linking  fifti. 

Which  hur  hath  noi  fo^g6cren, 
iur  caft  hur  eggs,  feui  it!iVind  all 

Unto  har  hoftefs  face  i 
knd  theri  to  fpewing  hur  did  fall, 

Was  in  a  piteous  ca!x% 
lur  Hoidefs  cryM  out  piteduily^ 

And  call'd  hur  Ion  in  h^v  ; 
Vho  beat  Taffy  pit ioiiflv J 

The  like  huv  never  ia^v, 
^hofe  heavy  btows  hur  ftili  doth  feel. 

Was  laid  on  hur  alas  ! 
U  if  hur  body  had  been  ftecl, 

And  bone!J  were  made  of  btafs^ 
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The  cruel  blows  did  hwr  perceive. 

From  that  hard  kearred  elf. 
Was  tell  huf  if  bur  give  hur  leave, 

Made  hur  bewray  burfelf : 
Was  tell  hur  how  hurfelf  was  freod. 

Was  fair  to  ufc  hur  wit ; 
With  all  dextery  and  fpced, 

Was  well  hur  was  bcfiiit. 
Was  p!5t  hur  hands  into  my  breeks, 

And  pa1i*d  from  off  hur  thighs, 
A  thing  was  teade  of  checfe  and  leefcs. 

And  caft  it  in  hur  eyes : 
Hur  (on  was  blind.,  bur  mother  blind  : 

No  boot  for  hur  to  ftay, 
Hur  left  a  filthy  Rivk  behind/  ^ 

And  fo  hur  rim  away* 
Was  glad  was  gone  from  them  two  dcvii^ 

From  fon  and  the  olci  hag, 
In  midft  of  all  thefc  woeful  evils, 

There's  none  had  caufe  to  brag,' 
My  bones  did  ake,  their  eyes  did  fmart. 

And  iuf h  a  ftink  was  here, 
Which  men  could  not  with  all  their  art 

Make  fweet  in  half-a- year. 
But  now  hur  knows  not  what  to  do 

Hur  hunger  to  fufficc  ; 
At  Icngtk  with  walking  to  and  fro, 

An  apple-tree  eipies ; 
The  apples  did  fo  lovely  look, 

Did  niove  her  unto  kughier. 
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No  delays  thf  n  r #rki  her  brook, 

Hur  4ap8  fa  mnc»^  did  vatcr  ; 
Up  into  the  high  t;ce  hi3r  g<jcs, 

The  owner  ca  rt  a^*on, 
Made  hur  almaft  befir^e  hur  witSjt 

A  cruel  %hi  began  ; 
The  man  at  hur  did  throw  great  Hoqes, 

And  hur  did  apples  caft  ; 
The  ftones  did  fo  be  hump  hur  bones^ 
^  That  down  hur  fell  at  hft, 
Wheiv  hur  was  down   mtik  what  befel^ 

Hur  hoftels  and  hur  fon 
Came  running  when  iheir  eyss  were  well 

Beholding  what  was  done : 
He  took  hur  up,  was  almoft  dead, 

They  laughed  out  amam. 
They  cuffed  hur,  and  thus  they  fkid^ 

Was  hope  hur  had  btt  n  flain. 
They  counfel  took  and  did  agr::v 

More  mifchief  did  befal, 
They  faid  they'd  hang  u  ir  on  a  tree, 

And  I  muft  pay  for  all. 
To  cfcapc  from  this  ungodly  traia 
I    It- was  hur  chief  delir^, 
Hur  cry*d:oiYt  with  both  might  and  main. 

Your  hopfes  are  on  fire : 
A  gallant  trick  it  was  of  mine 

For  to  efcape  hur  foes  ; 
A  man  was  fingcing  of  a  fwine, 
I   From  whence  the  (oioke  arofc* 
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They  run  wiik  fpeed  to  qnefich  the  fir 

That  never  was  begun  : 
And  glad  was  hat  they  did  retire, 

ThathuT  away  might  run: 
Over  the  hill  and  over  da!e, 

Till  hur  was  almoft  fpent ; 
At  laft  iier  legs  begsB  tb  fail, 

Which  wrought  hur  difcontent : 
And  then  into  a  hedge  hur  cr<b;pt, 

Thinking  to  t^ke  a  nap  ; 
And  then  hur  (at  hur  down  and  we>p^. 

Lamenting  hur  maflhap  ;  ^ 
Atlaft  a  haiidiome  man  came  by, 

With  him  a  pretty  lafs ; 
'Thefe  lovers  did  not  him  efpy, 

But  fat  dawn  on  the  grals. 
He  to  the  maid  a  ring  did  give. 

Which  (he  did  well  accept ; 
And  with  a  kifs  did  hur  believe, 

And  clofe  unto  him  crept : 
This  ring  k  feems  did  prove  fo  wide, 

Which  gallaatly  did  fhine. 
From  off  hur  finger  it  did  fiide, 

And  fo  at  laft  was  mine, 
TJbis  ring  hur  much  did  think  iipon. 

They  minded  more  their  pi?;* ; 
So  when  thefe  lovers  they  were  gone^ 

Hur  found  it  where  it  lay, 
Hur  put  it  ined  hur  polsev 

And  hrur  Wisnt  atnaifi:  ; 
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For  wby,  hur  was  afraid  thofe  folks 

Would  q^iiick  return  again. 
Now  hur  had  got  a  gay  gold  ring, 

Hur  knew  not  where  to  bide ; 
It  was  a  fin^  brave  gallant  thing. 

Was  puff  hur  up  with  pride. 
But  fortune  often  plays  the  jade. 

She's  Iddt^ria  coaftant  known  ; 
For  why,  st  }aft  hur  wts  betrayd^ 

Hur  could  not  keep  hur  own  : 
For  goin^  through  a  town  he  W^i^t, 

Amongft  fome  ill  bred  curs ; 
Hur  ihew'd  it  to  a  cheating  trot. 

Who  (aid  the  ring  was  hursf. 
Cotirpluttcranails,  was  tell  a  liej, 

Hur  find  it  was  hur  want ; 
But  flie  us'd  fuch  extremity, 

Which  wrought  hur  difcontenfc 
Before  a  juflice  brought  hur  then, ' 

And  therfe  hur  kept  fuch  (lirs  ; 
The  juflice  (aid  before  all  men 
!     That  fure  the  ring  was  hurs^ 
Hur  call'd  tfa^  juftiGe|!;reat  Boobee, 

Then  hur  r^iceived  focne  knocks; 
The  juftiee  rfcade  no  more  ado 

But  fent  hur  to  the  ftocks : 
The  boys  did  jeer  hur  to  hur  face, 

And  caird  hur  thief  and  knave  ; 
O  was  it  not  a  great  difgrace. 

That  boys  fii^iuld  hur  out  bra\^* 
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Now  bar  hath  markM  what  hath  been  paft. 

Now  markM  but  this  one  thing. 
The  man  and  maid  came  by  at  laft 

That  ioli  this  gay  gold  ring  : 
How  glad  was  hur  then  in  the  «nd, 

Though  hur  was  but  a  thief, 
Hur  hop'd  that  hur  would  ftand  hur  friend^ 

To  cafe  hur  of  hur  grief  : 
Kiir  fbcntkman  hur  pray  hur  ftay, 

And  like  wife  hur  Uir  maid, 
Did  not  hur  lofe  bur  fine  gold  ring  ? 

Regard  hur  what  hur  faid  : 
They  wondered  how  he  came  to  know 

How  Ihe  QQuld  Jofc  tke  ring, 
Npr  did  theyi^now  whai  they  fhould  dp 

For  to  regain  this  thing. 
Have  ygvj  the  ring^  kind  msin  ?  quoth  theyj^ 

Tell  vjs  if  ihat  you  to^k  it^ 
Hur  had  ibe  iirg     hv^r  m*y  my. 

But  new  hur  may  go  look  far  il, 
A  ivoman  cheaied  hur  of  it, 

Hur  kept  foch  grievous. fturs, 
For  want  of  fconcfiy  and  wit, 

Hur  juaiceiaid  *tW2shurs; 
And  c;n  yeu  tell  where  fliedoih  dwell 

That  v^rought  us  this  defpight  ? 
For  ought  hur  knaws  kur  lives  in  hell. 

She's  ftich  a  wicked  wight. 
A  little  boy  now  ftancing  by, 
,  Told  them  whm  ih^  did  Uvc^ 
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The  author  of  their  villany, 

A  groat  to  him  they  give  ; 
Unto  this  woman's  houfc  they  go. 

Before  a  jufticc  bring  hur, 
Where  flie  was  caft  with  tnuch  adc, 
•  In  the  flocks  they  fling  hur. 
Now  Taffy  had  his  heart's  defire, 

He  had  hur  cora  pany  ; 
But  when  he  did  begin  to  jeer. 

She  in  his  face  did  fly. 
She  claw'd  him  fo  with  all  Hot  naiJi, 

She  made  him  almoft  mad ; 
Hur  was  not  ufed  fo  in  Wales, 

Hur  luck  was  then  fo  badi 
M9i?9YCr,     hur  vinderftaa^i 

To  add  to  hur  difgrace, 
The  queen  ihc  piflcd  in  hvir  hand, 

And  caft  it  in  hur  face. 
Cotfplutteranails;  befhrew  hur  heart. 

Was  fcucdey  quean  and  whore, 
Hur  fcratchcd  hur  face  did  now  fo  fm*rt: 

Which  made  him  cry  and  rore. 
Too  fooa  I  wilh  hur  here,  quoth  he. 

But  now  I  wilh  hur  fuTthcr. 
Or  that  from  hur  1  might  be  free. 

Or  fear  fhe  Ihould  me  murdeF, 
The  company  that  ftopd  about 

Did  laugh  at  him  a  good, 
And  very  friendly  help  him  out, 

Becaufc  he  plew'd  the  mood ; 
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Now  glad  wis  that  liur  outjdid  get, 

And  left  His  fpc  behimj. 
After  they  two     long  had  fight. 

And  found  the  people  kind  : 
His  fcrateheci  face  did  vex  him  now, 

He  thpugfe  upbnthis  tB 
But  ROt  fo  much  I  tell  you  true, 

As  lofs  of  this  gold  ring. 
He  did  not  ktiow  then  what  to  do, 

Or  where  tp  He  ihat  night ; 
He  \Vandereth  now  to  sind  fro, 
.    And  kept  from  people  light. 
At  laft  unt6  a^lipiife  he  came, 

The  people:  >hfcnt  were ; 
No  man,  no  mVfter  maid  Bor  dame ; 

And  fo  he  ^entered  there, 
Unio  th^  ffibk^  lo^  chm'd  thei3, 

And  to  the!^ bacon  crept ; 
Now  Tziffy  iV  a  jovial  man. 

His  heart  witliili  hini  leapt  7 
^  t^e  cut  the  bacon  ^hich  was  raw. 

No  bread  2t  all  did  eat ;  "'. 
Ktf&Wd  ro^fill  his  hungry  ma^, 

He  iuftiiif^did  feed ; 
He  fiiH'd  hif  pockets  too  befidc, 

Might  f^rve  Mm  for  to-marrow, 
He  knew  h?e  Mvft  not  inhere  abide, 

'Twas  b^t  the  fruits  of  forrow. 
But  at  length  the  itiaid  came  in. 

Then  he  couidiiot  gctoyt  5  " 
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To  lludy  now  he  doth  begin 
"  To  bring  this  thing  about ; 
At  length  he  wa^  rclblv'd  to  ftay 

All  night  until  the  morrow, 
For  fear  they  two  fhould  have  a  fray, 

Which  might  (^ncreafe  his  forrow. 
Well  now  the  lufty  ploughmen  can»e 

To  feed  and  to  caroufc  ; 
As  for  the  Biaftcr  ^nd  the  dame 

They  fupp'd  sit  the  next  houfe; 
When  the  ploughmen  well  had  f#d, 

To  bed  th€y  tobk  thfeir  way ; 
For  I  have  heard  it  often  (aid. 

They  rife  by  break  of  day. 
But  time  brinf^s  all  things  to  an  end. 

Now  home  the  womsn  came^ 
With  hur  hisllDand,  hur  beft  friend. 

Who  was  a  cock  o'  th^  game ; 
They  wifoM  the  maid  to  go  to  bed^ 

She  need  tide  be  entreaiqd ; 
Whilft  Tai^  on  the  bacon  fed,. 

And  brla*;cly  he  was  feated  : 
"or  he  upon  the  faddle  fat, 

Unknown  imfecn  of  all ^ 
\U  bedaub'd  with  bacon  fat-, 

Nor  dreamesd  he  fliould  lall ; 
rhey  warm'd  theirlegs,  and  eke  their  fc 

Ihe  man-now  wunton  grows ; 
or  why  he  thought;  it  no:  unmeet 
iTo  play  with  his  \yh%'s  toes ; 
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Thou  haft  a  pretty  foot,  Quoth  ke, 

A  handsome  kg  bcfide,* 
A  soft  plump  thigh,  a  fair  white  kacc^ 

Which  I  have  nigh  espied^ 
Now  Taffy  had  a  great  defire 

Toplay  the  sauoy  Jack, 
He  pecpeth  down,  and  fdl  i'  th'  fire^ 

The  saddle      his  back. 
I've  brought  your  saddle  home,  he  cry'd 

I  borrowed  of  your  maid  ; 
The  men  ^d  wtmen  ftcpt  afide^ 

For  they  were  jiorc  afi^id  : 
^hey  cry'd  out  moH:  piteoufty, 

Th#ir  case  was  so  e^l, 

Hoe  eob,  bde  eab^,  Hie  ipeeiii|^ 

And  help  to  kill  the  devil. 
So  when  the  ploughmen  did  awak^, 

The  beft  was  but  a  clown. 
They  each  of  them  a  cildgti  take^ 

'And  knock  poor Tsffy  down* 
They  threw  him  in  the  fire  agaia. 

Who  was  but  now  crept  out : 
They  laid  they  had  the  devil  flain 

Even  by  t-i^eSr  labour  ftout, 
Hi^  bacon  friec  in  his  poke. 

Which  m^ved  tiiem  ic>  laughter^ 
Whtlft  he  liiy  broiling  in  the  saioke> 

And  curs'd  ihemcvcr  j^fter. 
lie  lUfjUed  out  and  thus  did  say^ 

I  take  these  things  in  snuff.; 
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Pr'^ay  give  me  leave  to  go  my  way. 

Has  puniffiment  enough. 
The  good  man  quickly  did  agree. 

And  jecr'd  him  witk  bis  whimsey ; 
Pray  if  you  come  again,  quoth  he, 

Friend  come  not  down  my  chinancy* 
The  night  was  cold  and  dark,  1  wot^ 

No  ftar  was  in  the  /ky, 
But  as  for  Taffy  he  was  hot, 

You  kno^v  the  reason  wh^* 
Hu  was  iafraid  of  every  dog. 

When  he  was  oiit  of  town, 
AJmou  as  nakeS  as  a  frog, 
1    With  grief  he  sat  him  dowq, 
|Jpon  a  l;^  or  netcics  taeire, 

Whicjj  ftung  him  grievoufty ; 
What  with  pain»  with  grief  and  care;. 

He  wiflied  he  might  die 
He  ail  in  darkness  travelled. 

His  nettled  fleih  did  smart ; 
4i«  blifter'd  feet  were  gravelJed, 

Which  grievM  him  to  the  heart ; 
let  he  was  mufiog  in  his  mind 

What  house  to  go  to  next, 
Vhcre  he  might  some  prbviiioii  find, 
I  For  nothing  more  perpiext; 
fhough  he  hsd  bacon  in  his  poke^ 
I  Might  yield  him  some  relsef ; 
fct  Taffy,  I  heard  it  spoke. 

Was  bred  md  horn  a  thief  j 
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When  huf  faw  the  people  work  and  toil, 

Hi^r  Ihcntlcmaii  was  born ; 
What  was  hur  ?  think  hur  horfe  or  mulcy 

Hurwork  !  no/  think  it  fcarn. 
By  this  time  it  was  break  of  day, 

And  he  a  barn  efpy'd  ; 
He  to  this  barn  did  take  his  way, 

His  nakednefs  to  hide  : 
He  had  natbecn  there  half  an  hour^ 

Hur  hardly  far  him  down, 
But  gy pfies  cante  in  number  f oir, 

Who  came  front  Gmltford  town  : 
They  took  poor  Taffy  fUre  for  fpite^ 

And  flood  upon  their  guard, 
Tbey  were  prepared  him  to  fight. 

Which  when  be  la^  and  beard, 
Hur  cried  out,  hur  was  a  man,  ' 
,  Tho*  by  misfoi  tunes  croft  ; 
That  hur  did  {wear  by  good  St  Nuri 

Hur  wits  was  almjoft  teft. 
Hur  told  hur  all  hur  travels  great. 

And  hur  misfortunes  many ; 
How  oft  hur  had  been  kickM  and  beat^ 

No  comfort  bad  fron^^any ; 
And  all  bect\^l^  hur  wot^ld  act  work,  ' 

But  lead  am  idle  iif«  : 
And  up  and  down  theA^oiintry  lurk,, 

And  the^caufcof  bur  ftdfe. 
Kind  friend,  quoth  the j,  you  lhall  be  on 

Of  our  fraternity ;, 
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DurTecrets  to  you  ft^ all  be  know/i^ 

And  we  live  bappUy, 
We  live  as  you  do  eafily. 

But  have  our  wits  about  i:s ; 
We  never  fufferM  injury, 

Nor  g^ive  them  caufe  to  flout  us, 
[  am  your  (ervsnt  and  your  friendy 

Poor  Taffy  then  replyM, 
I  hope  my  grief  is  at  a^n  end, 

li  I  with  you  abide  : 
The  firft  defign  vveMl  kt  upon. 

If  you'll  our  fecrets  keep, 
Shall  be,  for  ought  we  know,  anon 

When  people  arc  aiieep  : 
And  what  v^as  that,  quoth  TaiFy  then^ 

I  do  defire  to  know  ? 
Yqu  look  like  good  plaia  dealing  men. 

What  is  it  Lmuft  do  ? 
Nothing  but  \rob  a  houfe,  quoth  they, 

Of  bacon  well  tell  you. 
Quoth  he  1  was  in  fuch  a  fray. 

Here's  fome,  1  pray  you  fall  too* 
Be  puliM  a  piece  out  of  his  poke, 

The  bacon  it  was  warm  ; 
Quqt^  hethis  is  as  fire  and  fmok«, 

Bqt  i  had  all  the  harm, 
j-ie  IhewM  his  burned  b&ck  and  fide^ 

His  hands  and  eke  his  face ; 
They  toghed  at  his  burned  fide, 
I   Which  he  tnofc  in  difgrace. 
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They  cat  the  bsicnn  greedily^ 

And  they  found  bread  and  drink.:  ^ 
They  praifcd  it  exceedinglf^  | 

Although  the  fame  did  ftink. 
Well,  now  themfelvcs  to  lleep  they  lay. 

No*  dangers  tbrm  afFrighr ; 
Mod  commo,»!y  they  fleep  ail  day^ 

And  do  their  work  at  night. 
They  all  conciuded  at  the  laft, 

A  rope  fhould  him  befriend  ; 
Thst  when  the  danger  tt  was  paft. 

It  might  be  Taffy /s  end 
This  pradtlce  wife  men  will  obferve, 

A  fubtile  viliany ; 
^ome  care  not  tho'  their  country  flarve. 

So  they  may  ga^in  thereby, 
Taff^;   quoth  they,  our  office  mind. 

We'll  let  you  down  the  chimney 
With  this  fame  rope,  and  you  ihall  find- 

'T*wiH  be  a  gaiiant  wliimfcy. 
When  thou  art  down,  the  bacon  bind  ' 

With  the  fame  we  give  you, 
^An4  wc  to  you  wiil  then  be  kind, 

And  with  the  fame  relieve  you; 
When  this  is  doae,  obferve  u$  thei^, 

We  ftraight  then  up  will  haul  yoil!; 
And  you  do  thin^k  u$  boneft  men,,  ' 

Think  not  that  we  wiii  Isil  you. 
They  let  him  down,  to  work  he  folls^ 

The  bacon  ib'aight  <Joth  bind, 
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The  gypfics  up  th^  bacon  haul, 

And  leave  the  fool  behind. 
TafFy,  we  thank  thee  for  our  fwinc. 

We  can  no  longer  ftay  ;  J 
The  bac^e^n's  oursj.  the  halter's  thine  ; 

Make  hafte  and  get  away« 
They  cail  the  baiter  on  his  head. 

And  call'd  W  foolifli  clf. 
And  with  the  bacon  ftraight  they  fled,  ^ 

And  bid  h'im  ha*g  himfelf. 
Shame  uke  you  alL  wasferve  hurfo, 

Hur  beftdays  now  are  gone, 
Now  out,  alas !  what  lhaU  hur  do  ? 

Hur  now  was  quite  undone. 
Was  find  hur  heart  to  hang  hurfclf, 

Was  take  hur  as  a  thief ; 
More  mifery  kur  aiuft  endure, 

And  fo  add  griof  to  giief* 
rOr  elfc  v/as  broil  hur  on  the  coals, 

As  hur  once  did  before, 
The  World  is  full  of  knaves  or  fools, 

Or  there  was  never  more:. 
Hur  will  ftand  here,  let  what  will  comc^ 

Out-face  the  worft  of  evil : 
jHur  will  not  f peak,  hur  being  dumb, 
VVas  take  hur  for  the  devil ; 
^as  all  bedaub'd  hurfelf  with  crook^ 
Was  warrant  hur  will  fcarchim  ; 
p^nd  ftaud  as  tliil  as  any  ftick. 
No  inattff  though  hur  jcjer  bur. 
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Taffy  now  doth  domineer^ 

With  face  a$  bkck  as  hell  j 
Hur  means  to  put  them  all  in  fear^ 

Who  in  the  houfc  do  dwell. 
Now  down  into  the  houfe  hur  comes, 
It  Unto  the  cupboard  goes, 
The  bread  and  butter  fo  bethumbs, 

At       the  maid  arofe  j 
Bebalding  there  his  ugly  face, 

She  cried  out  amain  ; 
She  runs  up  ftairs  in  little  fpace. 

For  fear  flie  fhould  be  flain. 
Mafter,  quoch  he.  O  fave  my  life, 

In  fuch  a  f«ar  he  put  her, 
The  de^^il's below  with  his  long  knife,* 

Cutting  of  bread  andbutter. 
What,  art  thou  mad,  quoth  he,  my  wench 

Or  art  thou  in  a  dream  ? 
He  took  his  fword  lay  on  a  bench, 

And  down  at  length  he  came  : 
The  good  \\  ife  cried  out  amain, 

Heaven  keep  us  from  this  evil  ; 
Hufbind,  come  to  bed  again. 

Will  you  fight  with  the  devil  ?. 
I  prithee  wife  let  me  alont^. 

The  man  did  thusTcply, 
If  that  th'H  devil  be  not  gone. 

My  manhood  1  will  try. 
rBui  when  he' came  the  deVil  to  eye,  / 

He  looked  wondrevis  .paile' ; 
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lis  coufa^  tben  he  durft  not  try, 

His  courage  now  doth  fail  ; 
fhe  man  afraid,  the  devil  afraid. 

Stood  gating  oa  each  other  : 
\t  laft  the  good  wife  and  the  maid 

Caird  down  the  good  man's  brother, 
brother,  lend  me  four  fword,  quoth  he, 

Aad  rU  lend  you  my  aid; 
Jut  when  be  came  this  devil  to  fee, 

He  was  as  much  afraid^. 
vVhen  Taffy  faw  them  ail  amaz'd. 

He  quickly  marchM  away  ; 
Jponeach  other  then  they  gasi'd, 

Aad  knew  net  whjat  to  fay, 
Fhey  diQcd  well,  mark  what  enfu'd. 

When  as  they  came  to  (up. 
They  mifs'd  the  bacon,  and  conclude. 

The  devil  had  eat  it  up, 
Mow  Taffy  is  aiufty  blade, 

Foffefled  with  ftrange  fu$, 
Vla^^c  all  the  children  fore  afraid, 

Almdft  oefides  their  v;its. 
The  children  hiding  places  fought. 

He  put  them  m  fuch  a  fear. 
Lead  Taffy,  who  the  devil  was  thoughts^ 

Would  them  in  pieces  tear. 
They  duid  not  go  lo  fchooi  by  day. 

Nor  reft  in  beds  at  mghcs, 
For  fear  he  Ihould  fetch  them  away. 

He  put  theip  m  fuc^h  fright^^ 


^  c  ) 

The  wbmen  at  theffe  matters  frowo, 

And  they  conclude  with  fpeed,  . 
V    To  beat  the  devil  out  of  town,  l 

That  did  this  mifchi^f  breed;  i 
With  Ihov^els,  fpades,  ttaves  and  ftones, 

Tlicy  heat  poor  Taffy  fo, 
That  they  had  almoft  broke  his  bones. 

Which  cruelty  doth  ffiew. 
Upon  hit  hands  and  feet  he  creeps. 

To  fliow  that  he  was  iam'd  ; 
And  then  he  fits  him  down  and  weeps, 

His  courage  now  is  tam*d. 
Ujato  the  church  it  Isil  goes  he. 

To  hide  him  out  of  fight  • 
So  then  he  thought  he  fhould  be  free 

From  all  their  hate  and  fpite. 
Within  a  pew  he  clofcly  lay 

All  night  until  the  morrw, 
Uniil  the  faxton  came,  they  fay. 

Which  did  increafe  his  forrow, 
Taffy  pcepM  out  with  his  black  fnouC| 

Which  made  him  fore  afraid  ; 
He  like  a  mad  man  run  about, 

And  called  aloud  for  aid. 
Two  hundred  armed  men  they  brought, 

The  church  encompafs'd  round. 
And  for  the  devil  there  they  fought, 
-  And  him  at  length  they  founds 
Art  thou  the  devil,  quoth  th?y,  that  doft 

Scare  ail  our  childtcn  fo  i 


Or  art  thau  fomc  difturbcd  ghoft 

That  wandreth  to  and  fro? 
No,  hur  was  Taffy,  was  a  man. 

Of  flefli  and  blood  and  bone. 
Was  not  beHcvc  hur,  fell  hur  then. 

Or  elfc  let  hur  alone. 
Thou  art  a  counterfeit,  quoth  they, 

A  falfe  dilTembling  knave ; 
Come,  gcntlenien,  bring  him  away. 

He  his  reward  may  have. 
Two  hundred  men  to  gward  him  then 

With  mufqucts,  pikes  and  fwords. 
And  they  were  not  the  moaneft  men 

The  country  then  a^ords. 
Taffy  long  time  with  thefn  did  trudge. 

His  heart  was  wond'rous  (ad, 
They  brought  him  then  before  a  judge. 

Where  he  his  judgment  had  ; 
He  was  to  ftand  in  iht  pillory 

For  four  long  hou^s  and  more. 
That  ah  the  children  mtohi  him  'fpy 

That  he  had  fcarM  before, 
many  tlien  ^g^aiinft  him  Ciimc, 

Running  wiih  all  fpeed. 
And  liheir  indift  nents  thus  they  tramCj^ 

If  you  plcafc  th?jm  to  read: 
Will  you  hear  more,  in  time  you  may, 

My  pcn*s  at  your  eo«?manding ; 
I  have  no  more  at  alt  to  fay. 

foi  tber€  I  left  him  ftt^nding* 
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Taffy's  Indidment^ 

Imprimis,  T70R  troubling  the  fhepherd 
Jj  to  help  him  out  of  the  piu 
Iteaij  For  felling  the  jerkin  for  a  groiit, 
which  was  borrowed  of  his  coupiryraan 
Pinkin. 

Item,  For  calling  ftieking  fifli  and  rot- 
ten eggs  into  che  hoftcfs*s  face. 

Ite  o,  For  cafting  dung  into  his  hoftefs's 
(bn's  face. 

Jtea,  For  taking  away  the  gold  ring. 

Jtenq,  For  calling  the  juftice  a  boobee. 

Item.  For  fitting  in  the  ftqcks  with  an 
Old  woman. 

Item,  For  creeping  up  into  the  stnpke 
loft^  and  then  failing  down  into  the  fire 
with  a  pack  saddle  on  his  back. 

Item,  for  adting  the  devil's  part  wheij 
he  put  all  the  house  into  a  bodily  fear. 

Item,  For  scaring  ail  the  children  in  the 
town. 

Item,  For  scaring  the  siixton  in  i\xq 
church,  for  which  loose  behaviour  he  >V2$ 
adjudged  to  the  pillory  ;  where  I  leave  hii 
till  the  next  prank  he  fiiaU  plai% 
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